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JOHN HASKELL HOUSE HABS No. NY-£664

iindsor Highway, Route 27, ilew .Jindsor,

Geographic Location Code:
Latitude: L1028'29"H. Longitude: 74L°02'3L"d4,
Uk Coordinates

Pregsent QOwner: Calvet Tool Hental

Same Address as Above

Fresent Cccupant: Unoccupied

Fresent Use: Storage
Statement of The maskell Zouse is an unusual, perhaps
Significance: unique, early 1oth century structure, Pro-

PART 1.

bably built in the 1720's, the house is
architecturally significant for both its
garly date and the techniques employed in
its construction. Tne original section of
the house is Ttuillt of sguare-cut logs laid
horizontally to the second floor plate,
Above this level, it has a2 heavy timber
frame infilled with clay vlaster on hand-
split lath, This combination of counstruc-
tion technigues was unusuzl in the Colonies
and probably unvrecedenved 1in this area of
the Hudson Hiver Valley, The adaptation of
log construction to so larse and formal a
nouse 1is also eitraordinary. Despite addi-
tions, alterations, and a long period ol
neglect, the house remains with much origi-
nal fabric intact.

HISTORLOAL IHFQORMATICH

A, Physical History

1.

Criginal and subsequent ownsrs: Tae list on the
following pages 1s a chain of title to the land
on wnich the laskell House stands. o3t of thse
original records are located at tne Crange County
Court House, Goshen, Hew York.

Chain of title provided by Janet Zermsey of
Cornwall, lew Yoryk, ey numbers refer Lo liber
and page.,



Kingston deeds,
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ningston deeds,
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10/11 /74

John Haskell received 2000 acre patent

Jonn Haskell to svan Jones

June 29, 1721

2000 acres

{(no deed found, but =wentioned in later

daeds)

by will of
2000 acres

from heirs of
Cornelius ‘iood

129 acres

Ylareh 7, 17329

Zvan Jones to his widow -~

iiay 21, 1755

myan Jones to Alexender &

Bay 19, 1761

from Voods to Moses Fowler - 2297 acres

(no deed found)

from Fowler to Sylvannus Dusenbury -

acres

by will of 5,
22971 acres

Stephen V.i,

Dusenbury to

Windsor to Lancsster 3,

for $1500

See pelow

229t

19, 1769

Sept.

his widow

i‘fareh 30, 1782

Dusinbery and Sarah of Hew

Dusinbery of RY{O
April 16, 1819

All the one egual undivided sgeventh part

of 211 that certain lot .... part of a tract
of 2000 acres granted by Letters Patent to
John Haskill - description the same as

GG=73: Fowler to Jusenbere

exceptiing

20 acres conveysd by Sanmuel Susenbury to

A T
TP B

Cornellius

L1€88™3,

r.és88rs,
acres

Yood to Judan

Jusenbury

wood to Jonathan lasbrouck -

“arlow - 100 acres

Mgy 3, 1762

100
June 3, 1762

leaving 229 acres for Fouwlsr from the Woods

1100 acre purchsse,

located
propaerty.

The

2 lots above were

Just north of the Zasitell house
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Zxecutors of the will of Lancaster 5, Dusen-
bury of NYC to John Hewlett of Hempstead
Anril 15, 1834

will of Lancaster 3, Dusenbury {dec., Feb.
1821): gives Hew Yindsor property (three
sevenths of the land belonging to his father
Samuel V. to infant children)

Court of Chancery - July 6, 1830 -~ partitions
lands of ZSamuel Dusenbury - division into
mountain and lowland lots

John Hewlett gets mountain lots 1, 2, L
lowland lots 1, 5 and parts of 3 and |

Sylvanus 3, busenbury of Hew ¥Windsor and
wife ®lisa to John J. Hewlett of Hempstead
for 31100 April 15, 1334

2 lots: no, 3 of the mountain lots
lowland lots 3 and L - part of 29 acres

Jonn lewlett of iHempstead to Phineas Rice
for 37100 Sent., 6, 1843

part of the farm whereof Zamuel Dusenbers
the elder deceased died seized now in
possession of Timothy Cakley

Begins where west line of Snalre H111 Tpi,
intersects the nortnh line of the farm of

S« D, = mentions lane leacding from tpk, to
dwelling house oi Oakley, alsc J2 corner of
farm, 116 acres

Fnineas Hice to Jogeph Longizing of TYC
113 acres imilar to ¢1=2372
mentions u”e111na house and lane

aarceh 24, 1852

Joseph Longking to Thonas (0, Suckmaster for
BST735 Loril 1, 1880

2 parcels: 104,09 acres and 5?.51 acres
mentlons property of Cheorles Turnsr, of
fienry Cornell and the ra 1lroﬁd

ilary A, Buciknaster to liargaret C,
318,000 71.L7 acres Sent. 3, 10469

same description as 1161-238
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Heirs of Walter Vail to Charles and Mary

Schaefer for $L700

71.L7 acres

Oct. 21, 1902

land of which Margaret C., Vail died seized
menticns lands of Buckmaster, Pearson,
Cornell, Beginning at a marked hickory
tree ... on Snake Hill in line of lands of
James R, Dickson and Henry Cornell; zlong
Cornellt's lands 366 Z 14888, along "lands

S 26 10t E 274t 7" to a sassafras tree, etc,

¥ary Schaefer, widow of Charles S, to David
71 .07 acres

¥ourse for 58,000

Oct. 25,

1907

real estate of which Hargaret ¢, Vail died

seized

David Fourse to Paul
acres

dromec

1,976l

Cet. 31,

1940

Paul Hromec to Putnam Lake Restaurant Corp.

13.5 acres

Cct, 15,

1370

Putnam Lake Heataurant Corp. to Calvet Rental

Inc,

July 12,

1973
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A, DPhysical History (Continued)
2 Date of =Zrection: Probably 1720's

3. Original Plan and Construction of Building: The
plan of the original section of the house remains
almost entirely intact. DBoard partitions flanking
the fireplace in the south parlor, first floor,
have been dismantled but remaln in the building.
Some partitions on the second floor, though of
later construction, are probably in the same loca-
tions as the original, Although somswhat deter-
ioraved, thne structural system 18 entirely original
znd 1is covered on the exterior by later finishes,
Only the main section of the Haskell House contains
original, 18ta century fabric.

L. Alterations and Additions: The fireplace openings
in the first floor rooms were made gmallier in the
iate 168th century, and were framed by Federal-
style mantels, The mantel in the south parlor was
removed out remains in storage within the building,
The back, shed-rcofed addition was probavly built
in the first guarter of the 19th century, The in-
congruous Greek Nevival doorway to this addition
was most likely inserted in the 1830's or LO's.

The French doors on the first floor, and the sscond
floor windows probably date from the third guarter
of the 19th century., The exferior siucco and board
sheathing, and sone interior woodwuerk might slso
have been addea at this time, The dormers are 20th
century acdditions,

5, Hdistorical svents and FPersons Jonnected with thne Structure:

Johin Haskell, the builder of this hnouse, was a military
officer who served as z steward for Zrigidier :lobert
sunter, colonial governor of :ew Yorls and ldew Jersey,
Hagizell made himself useful o Two colonial governors,
dunter, and his successor, . illiam Zurnet, and receivsd
large tracts of land froir them both, the first of these
in 1719. An important achieverent of Governor Burnet's
administration (1720-28) was the bulldings of a combined
fort and trading poct at Oswego; and Hasikell wuas paid
®5 Mfor making a2 odell of the house =t Usucgo.”  The
cnoice of log construction for his own manor nhouse may
e related To laskell's experience in the desigan of
wilitery Tortifications.

The 1720's construction date is suggested

return of 1729 which described =z road =wnich was to »pas
"along the footpath which is now used between ye nouse
of ir, Jonn Haskol and the 011l of....r. Chanbsrs,
Turther docunmentary evidence exists in & letter from
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Cadwallader Cclden to Sir William Johnson sent in 17613,

In this letter,
plaint was neard at the
years " (earlier).

The second owner of this ouilding,
titioner of Fhysick",
nete. His son, lr,
Hedicel

"Zouse of Ir,

van Jones, a
was also an historical figure of
John Jones, helved organize the

Department of the Continental Arny.

Solden mentions that an Indian com-
daskol...near 4O

“Prac-

Sylvannus

Dusenbury owned the property when Simeon Delitt sur-

veyed the area for Gensaral
dewlett, of

settled in Hempstead in the 17th century,
arried a da

owner of the property. Hewlett had

of the Dusenbury family.

shingten in 1782,
the prominent Long Island family that first

John

later
chter

Wag a

Ferhaps the most important event associated with the

house ocecurz
Washington's army of

red during the Hevolutionary .Jar,

about 7C00 troops camped in idev

In 1762,

Windsor for the winter., washington himself Iived
clesedy in the Hasbrouci: iouse in uelourgn for that

period of time, .owever, most of ths
ground iay
tract,

Sources of Information

3 o
ished Sourcas
.
TNe

1. Prinary and Unpubli
a) Dempsey, Janet,

Hew
witihln tne bounds of the original

_lgskell-Uusenbury

Jindsor carig-
Jegiell

louseg, Aan

unpublished rianuscript,
tracts of Wills,
torical Society, 1893.
¢) Accounts

b) Abs

Cocllection of

L liinutes of Goveruours

(6]

the H,U, i

Sunter and Sur-

net and

K.Y, Historical Societr.
d} Colonial Land Papers,

State Liorary, Albany,

e) ap of the Township of lew Ui
thhe Proprietors of Iiew
Clinton, 17L9, J.%.

£) liscellanecus Deeds, Cffice of

State, Albany,

Their Chilcdren, ilanuscrips
manuseript

ndsor
indsor by

“olune,
e

Section, ©H.Y.

made for
charles

distorical Soclety.
the Secrevary ol

g) Orange County Deeds, County Jleri's Cilice,
Gosnen, H.Y.

h) Pepers of Cov. dobert Hunter, ¥, liist, Coec.

i) Papers of Gov. [illint Burne:, 7., ist. Soc.

i) Papefh of James Alexender, .7. Jist, Loc,

) Zecords of the llond Comnissioners of Ulster
sounty, Albany, fistorical .ccords Survey,

1) The Colonial Laws of YHew Yori, Albany; James
Z. Lyon, 159l.

m) The Letters and Paoers of Jolden,
Jollections of the H.Z. ist. 2oc., 1917-=3%.

n) Ulster County Deeds, County Zlerl:i's Office,

-

ningston, N.Y.

NY?-S664 (Page 6)
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o) #ill of Zvan Jones, Court of Appeals, Albany,
New Yorlk,

Secondary and Published 3Sources

a) Bager, ZSamuel, An Cutline iHistory of Orange
County, J.L., (Jevoursn, H.Y7,, 1000)

b) lintional register Homination, llarech 12, 1973,
U,5, Dept. of Interior,

¢) Hailler, liarion and Dempsey, Janet, t10th Century
Pomes in Hdew Uindsor and its Viecinity, (Corn-
wall, N.Y., 1953)

d) Seese, [lidred, 0lé Crange Houses, Vol II,
(iiiddletown, Ii.Y., 1943)

e) Akers, Dwight, Cutnosts of Tistory in Orance
County, The ilarrison Press, (Jashingtonville,
i1.7., 1937)

) Chastellux, liarguis de, Trevels in ilor th America
in the Years 1780, 1701, 1?82., trans, DY
ioward J, dlce,dr,, dniv, of I, Ca ollna
Press, (Chapel 411, 1963)

o) C'¢allachen, .5., Jocumentary ‘istory of the

state of Hew Yori, .Werd, Parsons, & Co.,
Tnibanv He¥., 12L3)

n) Geed, Dr. & llrs, Charles 3,, 18th Jentury (ross-
roads in Yew VWindsor, Historieszl Zoeilety of
dewpurgn Say and the IZighlands, Pub, o, XV.,
(Hewoursh, Z.7., 1909)

Likely Sources ot Yet Investigated

a) Geneological records of John haskell, (probably
in Zngland)

b) Zzudies of log construction in the Colonies,
published and unpubdblished.

c) Studies of building orecadents--local, state,
national, snd Jurocpean,

Ea

‘iuenh of the bibliography and the information under Yilistori-
cal venbts and Persons...’ is baken Fron 18th Century Houses

. -
LI el

Jindsor gnd its Vieinity, by Harion ilailler and Jdanet

Dempsey.,

ARCHIT [CUURAL IaiOit AnI0:

ral Ztatonent

Architeciural terit and Interest: This building
exnibits an unusual combination of construction
tecnnigues applied at a large scale to a manor
house: squared logs laid norizontally to the
second flecor plate, and half tiabering above
tnat level.
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2e Condition of Fabric: kxterior- fair to poor
Interiocr- fair to good

Be Description of Lxterior

1. Over-all dimensions: This building is a free-
standing farmhouse, 2% stories with a high base-
ment, and three large bays wide., The main (orig-
inal) section of the building wmeasures about 5E
feet wide and 24 feet deep., It has & rear, 1%
story, shed roofed addition to the northwest
measuring about 26 feet wide and 2i feet deep.
The overall plan of the entire structure is L-
shaped,

2. roundations: The foundations are of random
fieldstone and =it directly on the living rock
(shale) of the sibte. This rock has been hollowed
out to form a full basement., The outside south-
east corner of thne foundation wall has bssn damn-
azed severely, Litile mortar exists in the ares
below the front door and benches., Patching and
repointing has occurred in various places,

3. ¥Wall construction, finish, and color: Zast and
wegt walls of the main section are of light brown
stucco; north and south walls are vertical boards
on furring. 3oth finishes arc applied over the
original exterior fabric, Logs of the main sec-
tion are now exposed only on that part of the

west wall within the rear addition, Walls of the
addition are fieldstone covered with white cement
stucco,

., Structural systen, framing: jn mein section re-

e
taing ivts original hand-hewn, heavy-timber franing
system. The exterior and stalr 221l walls on the
first floor are structursl log wells, leavy timber
joists run east to west, first floor througsn the
attic, These vary in dimension, but average about
6" X 8", Rafters are also original, hand-newn,
nominally 1" { &7, and rest on the overhang of the
attic floor Jjoists, The additlon has stone vearing
walls, and sawn wood jJjoists and raftargs,

=, Forche s,8toops, oulkheads: Hone exbtant, The
EPOﬂt dOOﬂ is Tlznited by tuwo venches, provably
adéed in the 19th century.

5. Chimneys: Two fieldstone chirmneys remain: onz in

geachn gable end of the original ssction, Chirmey
bases appear t¢ nave been exposed to the second
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floor girt, Above that level, the chimneys cor-
belled within the gable end walls, The chimneys
are original to the underside of the roof sheath-
ing, but were rebuilt of brick above the roofline,

T Openings:

a, Doorways and doors: rrench doors in the two
first floor parlors are of Victorian design.
The main entrance door and the rear door to
the stairwell of the original section are no
longer extant, The exterior surround of the
entrance door matches the Victorian surrounds
of the French doors, Flanking the front door
are two pilaster-like boxes that cover the
ends of the logs framing the stairwell., A
Greek Revival doorway exists in the south wall
of the rear addition,

o, ‘indows and shutters: A fragment of original
window remains in the west wall of the main
section at the landing of the stairwell, A4ll
other windows are of 19%th century construction,
and none 1is completely intact, One louvered,
19th century shutter was found in a second
floor room,

s, Roof's

a, S3hape, covering: The main section is covered
by a gable roof. (simple, pitched) The roof
piten, about L5, is original., The rear addi=-
tion is covered by a shed, or salt-box shaped,
roof; the roofline being continuous with thet
of the main section, The present covering con-
sists of asphalt shingles over board sheathing,
Severe damage exists at the southwWest corner
of the main section, and around the north chinme
ney.

b. Cornice, ITaves: The sirmle box cornice on the
main section may be partielly original., The
entire assermblapge has weatlhiered zeverely, and
is obscured by overhanging asphalt shingles,

c. Dormersg: The tuo dorners added to the east

gide of the roof are of 20th century construc-
tion.

Ce Description of Interior:
1. Floor plans:

2., Basement: A full basement exizts under the
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original section, The addition has no base-

ment, The basement ig divided intec two large
spaces by poard partitions, Two large, wood

posts in the center of the basement help sup=-
port the logs framing the stairwell, A board
and stud partition near the basement stair

ig infilled witin straw insulation,

b Firgt floor: This floor has a center hall
plan with two larce parlors te the north and
south, Tne center gll can bde entered from
the east (nain entrance) or the wehu,and con-
tains the mein stalr, Tireplaces within the
larce roosls are flanited by board partitilons,
creacing walk~in closets, 7These boards nave
peen dismantled 1n the south room but remain
within the buildinz, The first floor of the
addition containg a large roon vhich sarvad
as a xitchen, and tuwo smaller rooms,., Cne of
the smsller roons, with a depressed floor and
nlaster wolls and ceiling, seems to have bheen
used for cold storage,

¢, Zeceond floor: The original section is divided
0y bosrd vartitions into five chambers and
¢ steirnall, The largest two rooms each con-
tain a fireplace and a flaniting, wall-ia closset,
"ne addition contains one long, norrow room
with 2 reking ceiling that runs the entire
width of this section of the house, Access to
this room is from the first landing of the
stairwell,

G, Atftic: “he attic 1s one large, unfinished

open sypace,

Stairvays: The b is nost csrtainiy
an eddition; wnil the {irst Zloor up
to the attic are e handrail snd bal-

a8

5
usters from the 'he Tirst londing
1\.‘
C

" irst floor to t
are also ori;inal. nowuever, only s=sven halusters
renain, The treads Iron the sacond landing to the
second floor are wlssing, &3 are tne handeall and
palusters ot that level, The steir hasg an open
well fron the Tirst to the second

¢ Tloor, and is
voxed in with flusk boards from the ond floor
to the attic,

Mooring:

a., Crizinal section: Dasement- dirt or concrete
topping over siale, Zirst floor= 37 ftongue in
groove harcrood over original, randon=widt

osrds varying froax 91 - 15%, SZecond floor-
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ariginal, random-width boards, g" - 18",
Attic~ most floorboards nissing.

b, Addition: Random width board floors, boards
varying froa 7" - 12%,

b. Wall and ceiling finishes:

a, DBasement: Onter wslls are of fieldstons whi
partitions are of flush boards, Ths ceiling
is the underside of the first flcor floor
nwith wood battens covering the joints,

b, Pirst floor: The narth parlor (2 102) has
plaster walls with wainscobt panelling, and =z
panelled fireplace wall, The Jictorian tin
celling wsas applied over sarlier plaster WOork,
The stalirwell has 2 plaster ceiling and wslls,
and the neorth well of this space 18 hneavily
dariaged near the stair, All the finishes hsve
been stripped from the Southn parlor (Um 101),
exposing the log walls and the flrﬁplqce struc-
ture, The celling of this space 1s now ths
undercide of the second floor floorboards and
beams supporting them., The walls and cellings
of tiwe rooms in the acddition are plester,

c. Second floor: The roons in the =nain section
on tnis level are fully gancziled and divided
by board partitions, Wuo of the ceilings in
this section (Bms, 202 & 20%) have fallen, Two
others (in Rms. 203 % 206) are of random-width
boards. The other tuo rooms (i, 201 & 20L)
have plaster cellings over the or;r1n8¢ Loards,
The room in the addition has plaster wells but
an unfinished ceiling.

S doorways and Doors: .aln section of the building
has few doors extant., Archiiraves on the doorways
from the large rocns on ths first Jloor to the
stairhall ars probdsodly original. Doorwuays ian the
18th century panelling are original; those in tne
19th century panelling are original to that period,
The interior surround of the xain entrance door
(emst facade) is probably original 13th century
work, Jogr irom the north parlor to the main roon
of the addition is of Late Victorisn design, The
only original interior door in the main section is
board door to the attic stair., Zoard doors in the
back addition are original to that section,

6. Special decorative features: The wainscot panelling
on the first floor, and the filelded panelling on the
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interior side of exterior walls and on the fire-
place walls of second floor rooms is early 18th
century work and probably original., The bpeaded
board partition between Hooms 201 & 202 is pro-
bably also original, Other panelled wartitions
on the second floor, while in original locations,
are provbavly 19th century replacements,

T Dardware: Almost no harduare of any tyve remains
in tne house, The only original worik remaining
are the strap nhiages on the attic stair door.

o
.

kechanical egquipnent: Heat was originally supplied
t0o the house by fireplaces; and later, by Franklin
stoves, One stove of nore recent design remains

in storage in a second flcor room, Two sinks were
added in the north parlor (Rm 103) in the 20th
century, These were apperently connected to other
Tixtures in the rear xitchen addition. The kitchen
fixtures neo longer remain in the ouilding, o cen=-
tral heating system, nlumbing, or electrical system
was ever installed,

1. General setiting and orientation: The house faces
east-southeast and is located on thne side of
sneke Gill, south of Hewburgh, New Yorlk, facing
the Hudson H{iver and a2 wide sweep of mountains
beyond,

2e fistoric landscape design: This building was the
manor nouse for a large farm/estate, which has
zince been »rokken up into smaller tracts, Original
outbuildings and other site features no longer
exist, Consequently, little svidence exists for
thie original lanascape design,

3. Jutbuildings: 4 orivy of 19th century design
remains within the woods approximately 250 feet
to the northwest of the house. The barn, which
serveg as the Jalvetv Hental Cffice below and %o
the east of the house, i8 provadly pvart of a later
farm layout.

Prepared by: Micheel J, HMills

Froject Director
Hovember, 1978

FARAT TIII.  PRCISCY TASCANATICH

These records are part of the documentation made during the
1978 Feskell House Swaner Froject, This project was under-
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taken and funded by the Orange County Citizens Foundation,
with technical advice from the Historic American Building
Survey., The project was initiated upon recommencdations

made by Charles i, Petersen, FAIA, Some field notes made

in 1971 were provided by John R, Stevens, architectural
historian, of (ld Bethpage Village. Photographer ilark

“eez of lcoyperstown, iew York, made the documentary photo-
grapins, UJalvet Tool Rental, the present owners of the
building, provided an employee, John Hack, to help with the
measuring, Don Clar«, the Orange County Historian, and

Janat Dsmpsey provided most of the historical information.
The building was rieasured and drawn from July-Yovermber, 1978,
by iichael James riills, Architect, of Columbia University's
Graduats Progrem in Historic Pressrvation., This documentation was
edited for transmittal to the Library of Congress by Eleni Silverman,
Architectural Historian, HABS, in May 1984,



